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“Bio” 

Edward Shizha is a Professor in Youth and Children’s Studies at Wilfrid Laurier University at Brantford Campus in Canada. 

He is also a Fellow of TSHEPO Institute for the Study of Contemporary Africa and a Lead Researcher and Member of the 

Advisory Committee of the Wilfrid Laurier Chair on Food, Biodiversity and Sustainability Studies. He has wide teaching 

experience in Canada and Zimbabwe where he taught for many years at the primary, secondary and higher education levels. 

His academic interests are in contemporary social problems and education including; immigration and globalisation, 

postcolonialism and indigenous knowledges in Africa. He has authored, co-authored and co-edited 12 books on education 

and indigeneity including Indigenous Knowledge and Learning in Asia/Pacific and Africa: Perspectives on Development, 

Education, and Culture (with Dip Kapoor, 2010) and African Indigenous Knowledge and the Sciences: Journeys into the 

Past and Present (with Gloria Emeagwali, 2016). 

 

“Abstract” 

Higher education, and education in general, is the key to socio-economic development. It provides students with the skills, 

knowledge and attitudes that make them effective and efficient citizens who can participate Higher education in African 

continues to mirror colonial education and should be based on indigenous epistemologies that focus on decolonizing 

narratives that put the peoples’ everyday knowledges first. Decolonizing education should be reflected through 

transdisciplinary approaches that are anchored on a critical pedagogy that involves indigenous world views and indigenous 

epistemologies and ontologies. Colonial education dehumanises Africans since it marginalizes them and their indigenous 

knowledges from the education discourse and their lived experiences. As noted by Ngugi Wathiongo, colonial “education, 

far from giving people the confidence in their reality and capacities to overcome obstacles…tends to make them feel their 

inadequacies, their weakness and their incapacities in the face of reality; and their inability to do anything about the 

conditions governing their lives” (1986, p. 56).  It is in the spirit of decolonization, and in service of a full and comprehensive 

education, that it is critical that indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing and thinking be incorporated into the 

postcolonial higher education system. outside of just our Faculties of Education. This presentation, therefore, seeks to 

advance a decolonizing cultural critique and African discourse that argues for a reclamation of African culture or indigenous 

knowledges (IKs)in higher education in Africa, and to argue for the implementation of African culture/indigenous knowledges 

in African postcolonial higher education curricula.  
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